WP2 Subgroup in Nice meeting 28th Jan, 2005

Guerrero Anna, UOC
Christophe Marand, Videoscop
Jens Bücking, Bremen
Jerry Ando, Umeå
Peter Bergström, Umeå
Minna Mäntykoski, Helsinki
Eija Ristimäki, FVU
Päivi Virtanen, Helsinki

Themes:
1. Define “what is a tool, a resource”
2. Look at examples
3. How to describe/how to exploit
4. Measurable indicators

1. The definition was impossible to make at this point. The group ended up to non-specific definition:

eLene-TT’s tools and resources: 
- help teachers to teach 
- help teachers to use ICT in their teaching 
- deal with the education in general not the subject matter of specific disciplines
- are e.g. description how to develop a simulation, not a simulation itself

The group found out that many tools can be resources and vice versa. A tool can be used to help teaching/learning and a resource is more likely a process description on how to develop a tool.


2. The group members introduced some tools/resources briefly. 
Conclusion:
- tools/resources can be software (CD rom, Web-based), article, process or learning diary, process description, formalized description of development work, plan of a e-learning module etc.
- tools/resources can be categorized according to 1. use (e.g. stage of learning process), 2. skills/know-how needed to use it etc.
- in categorization maybe the IEEE Standard for Learning Object Metadata (LOM) could be used (Yildiray presented in meeting)


3. Partners give a description (in English) of the tools/resources offered to VLRC. The description should include following information of the tools/resources:

General information
- developer and institution
- availability in different languages 
- a permission to publish on VLRC
- keywords

Use 
- teaching/using ICT in teaching
- as a tool or/and as a resource
- teaching/planning teaching/developing a tool
- what stage of the learning process (prior knowledge, planning, learning process, evaluation, assessment, tutoring etc.) 
- what ICT-skills are needed to use it
- how does a tool/resource 1. help a teacher to teach, 2. use ICT in teaching or 3. help the learner to learn
Feedback
- how widely is the tool/resource already used
- what for used in partner university
- feed back from users (developers, teachers, learners)
Reason why a tool/resource would be useful in VLRC

- Partners have to ask the designer of the tool/resource for permission to give them to VLRC.
- Tools/resources should be usable free of charge.
- Technological or other limitations of use in VLRC should be mentioned by partner offering tool/resource

Each partner describes five tools/resources. If the selection does not encompass the fields/areas of wide use, the partners are asked for more. 

Based on the descriptions a matrix is made to describe the tools in convergent manner. In VLRC tools and resources could be presented like ID cards.


4. Measurable indicators
In the subgroup we understood the measurable indicators are linked to evaluation of WP2. The details describing the success of WP2 could be:
- how many tools/resources are mapped
- tools’/resources’ coverage of e-learning and e-teaching events
- quality of descriptions of tools/resources made by partner institutions
- how many tools/resources selected to VLRC; language of the tools/resources selected

